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in conspiracies, they were all executed by the Emperor's order in 60S.1
So fell Maurice and his house. It was not long before the unhappy Emperor's errors and weaknesses were forgotten, or at least obscured by the calamities which attended the reign of his successor.2 Men thought regretfully of his domestic virtues, his piety, his good intentions, his munificent patronage of the arts, and when Theophylact the historian recited in public the story of his death, the entire audience was dissolved in tears.8 Yet, on the other hand, we must not forget that the ease with which the revolution was effected affords the strongest proof of the rottenness of the fallen Government. It was the first instance since the foundation of Constantinople of an Emperor ruling in the East being dethroned by an insurrection. And there can be no doubt that for a time all classes exulted in the fall of Maurice, as in that of an odious tyrant.
Phocas was crowned on the 23rd of November, 602. It was naturally one of his first cares to send an official notification of his accession to the various provinces of the Empire. Such, however, were the difficulties of travelling in those days, that it was not until the 25th of the following April that the Imperial messengers arrived at Borne. They then appeared before the walls, carrying the effigies of the new Emperor and his wife, crowned with laurel. The Bomans went out to meet them in solemn procession, with incense and lighted candles, and conducted them, to a great hall in the Lateran Palace, called the Basilica Julii, where the official inauguration was to take place. Here the clergy and the Senate assembled, and when the proclamation of the new Emperor had been read, all present shouted in approval, " Hear, 0 Christ! Long life to Phocas the Emperor and to the Empress Leontia! " Then the Pope gave orders that the effigies should be placed in the oratory of St. Caesarius in the Palace.4
The envoys had also been the bearers of "favourable letters,"5 in which the usurper and his wife had doutbless
1 Theophanes A. M. 6099. For the verses inscribed on the tomb of the family, see Cedrenus, i. p. 707; Zonaras, iii. p. 198.
a See Zonaras, vol. iii. p. 200; and compare the account in the Life of S. Demetrius, Ada Sanctorum Oct. iv. p. 132.
3 Theophylact Hist. viii. 12,                           * Greg, Epp. xiii, 1.
5 Joh. Diac. Vita iv. 20.